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1.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 
1.1 Project Description and Location  
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Six is conducting a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for SR 826 / Palmetto Expressway from 
US 1/  SR 5/Dixie Highway  to NW 25th Street, a distance of approximately 8.4 miles (see  
Figure 1-1). The objective of this PD&E Study is to evaluate corridor modifications to 
improve operations and interchange access. The study is also evaluating additional 
lanes and interchange improvements. The proposed improvements will address 
existing and future t raffic needs, improve travel time reliability, enhance safety, and 
provide long -term mobility options along the corridor. The project is located in 
unincorporated Miami -Dade County, Florida.  
 
This State Historic Highways Technical Memorandum , a companion document in this 
PD&E Study, has been developed, documenting the proposed project's 
compliance with Sunset Drive/SW 72nd  Street/SR 968 State Historic Highway  Law 83-
365.  
 
The PD&E Study evaluated the following potential types of improvements along the 
SR 826 corridor:  
 

�x Additional travel lanes and auxiliary lanes.  
�x Interchange improvements �² modification of existing entrance and exit 

ramps serving the interchanges.  
�x Intersection improvements �² widening and turn lane modifications along 

the cross streets to facilitate the ramp modifications and improve the 
access and operation of the corridors upstream and downstream from the 
interchanges.  

 
The PD&E Study began in 2017 with a project approach that involved adding 
Dynamically Priced Express Lanes only along this segment of the corridor. In 2020, 
the study was placed on hold to explore alternative corridor options for this 
section of SR 826. In  January 2021, the study resumed to consider additional 
alternatives for adding more lanes along the corridor, including travel lanes, 
managed lanes, high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, and express lanes.  
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Figure 1 - 1: Project Study Area  
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SR 826, between US 1 and SR 874, consists primarily of six travel lanes (three lanes in 
each direction). Between SR 874 and NW 25 th Street, the corridor consists primarily of 
ten travel lanes (five lanes in each direction) and two undesignated High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes (one in each direction). This segment of SR 826 is 
functionally classified as an Urban Other Freeway/Express way and has a posted 
speed limit of 55 miles per hour. The access management classification for this 
corridor is Class 1.2, Freeway in an existing urbanized area with limited access.  
 
There are eleven existing interchanges within the project limits. Nine of the eleven 
interchanges provide connections to arterial/collector facilities. Two major system -
to -system interchanges within the project limits are SR 826 with SR 874 and SR 826 with  
SR 836. These system-to -system interchanges provide a connection between major 
expressways, which service and distribute traffic originating from or destined to the 
north, south, east, and west portions of Miami -Dade County. SR 874 and SR 836 are 
both tol led expressways maintained by the Greater Miami Expressway Agency 
(GMX).  
 
1.2 Purpose and Need   
 
The primary purpose and need for this project is to add lanes to the SR 826 corridor to 
meet future transportation demand, improve travel time reliability, and provide long -
term mobility options. Secondary considerations for the purpose and need of this 
project include safety, system linkage, freight movement, and emergency evacuation. 
The primary and secondary needs for the project are discussed in further detail below:  
 
Capacity/Transportation Demand  �² The project traverses four of the six transportation 
planning areas (central, northwest, south, and west) identified within the Miami -Dade 
Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 
The greatest population and employment growth between the years 2010 and 2040 is 
expected to occur within the south transportation planning area of Miami -Dade 
County. The population within this area is projected to increase by 49.6% while 
employment is projected to increase by 64.5%.  The other three transportation planning 
areas are also expected to grow modestly over the same period. The population within 
the central area is projected to increase by 27.9% and employment is projected to 
increase by 32.5%. The population within the nor thwest area is projected to increase by 
20% and employment is expected to rise by 41.9%. The population in the west area is 
projected to increase by 12.5% and employment is expected to rise by 42.5%. The 
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projected growth in the area will result in a significant increase in travel demand, further 
deteriorating the already congested SR 826 corridor.  
 
Safety �² According to the FDOT Crash Analysis Reporting System, there were a total of 
3,714 crashes along the north segment of SR 826 ( from SR 874 to NW 25th Street) during 
a five -year crash period, with 933 crashes in 2014 ; 921 crashes in 2015 ; 551 crashes in 
2016; 668 crashes in 2017 ; and 641 crashes in 2018. Further review of these crashes by 
direction suggests that overall, 1,755 (47.3%) crashes occurred in the northbound 
direction and 1,794 (48.3%) crashes occurred in the southbound direction. There was a 
total of 1,015 crashes alon g the south segment of SR 826 ( from US 1 to SR 874) during the 
same five -year crash period, with 215 crashes in 2014 ; 196 crashes in 2015; 213 crashes 
in 2016; 221 crashes in 2017 ; and 170 crashes in 2018. Further review of these crashes by 
direction suggests that overall, 313 (30.8%) crashes occurred in the northbound 
direction and 343 (33.8%) crashes occurred in the southbound direction.  
 
Safety along the corridor will be enhanced with the construction of additional lanes. 
The additional lanes will alleviate the frequent stop -and -go traffic conditions, reducing 
rear -end and sideswipe type crashes. Adding mainline and interchange lanes will 
improve mobility and reduce congestion along the corridor. The additional lanes will 
also help the corridor to operate more efficiently during emergency evacuation events.  
 
System Linkage �² SR 826 connects southern Miami -Dade County to northern Miami -
Dade County and serves as a feeder route to the County's busiest east -west 
transportation corridor, SR 836. The corridor provides system -level connections to S .R. 
874, SR 924, I-75, Florida's Turnpike, and I -95. In addition, SR 826 is designated as a 
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) facility. The section of SR 826 from U.S. 1 to SR 836 serves 
the major western Miami -Dade County growth areas along SW 8th Street, SW 40th Street, 
and the Dadeland South area. The corridor also provides access to Miami International 
Airport and the Dadeland Mall, located at SW 88th Street. The northern segment of SR 
826, between SR 836 and  I-75, opened in August 2019 with an express lanes system and 
other corridor improvements. When combining the northern segment improvements 
with the southern segment additional lane improvements, this SR 826 regional system 
will greatly improve operations, safety, connectivity, and peak -hour travel times.  
 
Freight �² SR 826 is an integral component of the regional freight network, carrying over 
10,000 trucks a day, according to the 2018 Miami -Dade County Freight Plan Update. 
The plan identifies the construction of a separate, barrier -protected truck lane with 
manageable entry and exit points along SR 826 as a freight priority highway need for 
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Miami -Dade County. However, adding more lanes along SR 826 would create a more 
efficient roadway network, improving traffic flow and operations between the mainline 
and interchanges. Although this study does not specifically evaluate a truck lane, the 
enhanced traffic conditions resulting from the addition of  mainline and interchange 
lanes along SR 826 would aid in the movement and delivery of freight.  

Emergency Evacuation �² In accordance with Miami -�'�D�G�H�·�V�� �&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
Development Master Plan, SR 826 is listed as a local evacuation route in Miami -Dade 
County. This corridor is crucial in facilitating traffic movement during emergency 
evacuation periods, as it connects to other major arterials and highways within the 
state's evacuation route network . 

Project Status - The project is identified as funded in the Miami -�'�D�G�H���7�3�2�·�V������������Long 
Range Transportation Plan ( LRTP) for Construction as Priority II in Fiscal Year (FY) 2031-
2035. Partial funding has been allocated for Design and Right -of-Way in the TPO's FY 
2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The same phases are identified 
�D�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �I�X�Q�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �)�'�2�7�·�V�� �)�<�� ��������-2029 State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP). The project is also included within the FDOT FY 2025/2026  - FY 2029/2030 
SIS First Five-Year Plan, where it is partially funded for Design and Right -of-Way. 
Additionally, the project is  identified as partially funded for Construction in the FDOT FY 
2035 - FY 2050 SIS Long Range Cost Feasible Plan.  

1.3 State Historic Highways within the Project Study Area  

The project  study  area  was evaluated  in accordance  with  the  Archaeological  and 
Historical  Resources Chapter  of  the  FDOT PD&E Manual . The PD&E Study area  and 
portions of  roads  designated  by  the  Florida Legislature as State  Historic Highways are 
depicted on Figure 1-2. 

The PD&E Study �Drea is located within the boundaries of three State Historic 
Highways: Sunset Drive/SW 72 nd Street between SW 69 th Avenue and SW 87 th 
Avenue; Calle Ocho/US 41/SW 8 th Street/Tamiami Trail from Brickell 
Avenue to the Palmetto Expressway/SW 74 th Avenue; and Killian Drive from SR 
874 to US 1, as defined in Section 1 of Chapter 83-365 of the Laws of Florida 
(effective June 5, 1983; see Appendix A). However, of these designated 
corridors, only Sunset Drive lies within the footprint of the proposed project 
improvements.  
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It is important to note that this Historic Highway designation does not rely on National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility criteria or any other standard method for 
evaluating historic properties . 
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Figure 1 - 2: State Historic Highways Map  
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2.0 PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS TO ADDRESS THE PROJECT NEEDS 
 
Alternatives evaluated along Sunset Drive during this PD&E Study included the No -Build 
Alternative and one Build Alternative. The Build Alternative was developed and 
evaluated based on the ability to meet the project's purpose and need. The existing 
condit ions and proposed improvements are described in Sections 2.1  and 2.2. 
 
2.1 Description of the Existing Facility  
 
Sunset Drive, between SW 78th Court and SW 72nd  Avenue, consists of four travel lanes 
(two lanes in each direction). The inside lanes are 11 -foot wide and the outside lanes 
are 14 -foot wide. The center median varies throughout the corridor with a 19 -foot wide 
center median at select locations or an 11 -foot wide left -turn lane with an eight -foot 
wide traffic separator ( see Figure 2-1). Along the outside, the corridor has grassed 
swales that vary between eight and nine feet wide with a five -foot wide sidewalk. The 
total right -of-way width is approximately 100 feet.  
 

 
Figure 2 - 1: Existing Roadway Typical Section  along Sunset Drive  
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2.2 Preferred  Alternative  
 
To keep up with the growing traffic demand within the study area, improvements were 
identified along SR 826, its interchanges, and crossing arterial roadways. Along Sunset 
Drive improvements are needed to safely add capacity in and out of the interchange 
to address the deteriorating operating conditions between SR 826 and Sunset Drive.  
 
The preferred alternative along Sunset Drive proposes adding an additional eastbound 
travel lane  and exclusive turn lanes at all signalized intersections within the study limits, 
which includes the interchange intersection ramp terminals. The additional eastbound 
travel lane is illustrated by the red arrow in Figure 2-2. The proposed improvements will 
require the replacement of the SR 826 bridges over Sunset Drive to accommodate the 
additional lanes. The corridor will consist of five 11 -foot wide travel lan es (three lanes in 
the eastbound direction and two lanes in the westbound direction) with a 15 -foot wide 
median. Left -turn lanes will be 11 -feet wide with a four -foot wide traffic separator. Along 
the outside of both east and west travel directions, the co rridor will have a seven -foot 
wide grassed swale and an eight -foot wide concrete shared -use path. Figures 2-3 and 
2-4 depict the proposed improvements along Sunset Drive.   
 

 
Figure 2 - 2: Proposed Roadway Typical Section a long Sunset Drive  
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Figure 2 - 3: Proposed Sunset Drive Improvements �² Schematic Line Diag ram
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Figure 2 - 4: Proposed Sunset Drive Improvements �² Concept Plan  
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3.0 STATUTORY COMPLIANCE 
 
Based on an engineering review of the law, the improvements recommended to 
enhance  safety in the  study area are compliant with the applicable provisions of 
Chapter 8 3-365 for Sunset Drive .  
 
The applicability of each section of Chapter 83 -365 of the Laws of Florida to the 
proposed project is outlined below : 
 
Section 1  
 
Section 1 of Chapter 83 -365 provides relevant definitions of terms used in the Chapter.  
 

(1) �´�6�X�Q�V�H�W�� �'�U�L�Y�H�µ�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �6�X�Q�V�H�W�� �'�U�L�Y�H�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
Cartegena Plaza and Southwest 56 th Avenue and between Southwest 69 th 
and Southwest 87 th Avenue, otherwise known as Galloway Road, in Dade 
County.  

(2)  �´�'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�µ�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V���� �+�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �5�H�F�R�U�G�V��
Management of the Department of State.  

(3) �´�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�� �H�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W�µ�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�\�� �H�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W���� �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W���� �R�U��
condition running with the land, designated to preserve , maintain, or 
enhance all or part of the existing state of places  of historic, architectural, 
archaeological, or cultural significance.  

 
Section 2  
 
Section 2 of Chapter 83 -365 states:  
 

� Śunset Drive is hereby designated as a state historic highway. No state funds shall 
be expended by any public body or agency for any of the following purposes : 
 

(1) To cut or remove any tree having a diameter at it thickest part in excess of  6 
inches within 35 feet of either side of the paved surface of Sunset Drive, or to 
engage in an activity which requires the removal without replacement of such 
a tree;  

 
The proposed project will avoid to the maximum extent practicable the cutting or 
removal of trees as described in Section 2, Part (1) above.  However, it is anticipated that 
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some trees as described in Section 2, Part (1) above  will be cut or removed by the 
proposed safety project.  
 
In August 2019, a tree inventory of existing trees was conducted along the portion of 
Sunset Drive within the project area. The tree survey identified 195 trees that meet the 
criteria in Section 2, Part (1) above (i.e., greater than 6 inches diameter at it s thickest 
part and located within 35 feet of either side of the paved surface of Sunset Drive). The 
results are tabulated  in Appendix B and  depicted over recent aerial photography in 
Figure 3-1. Of those  trees identified , it is estimated that approximatel y 40 trees will be  
impacted by the proposed safety project  (trees identified within the limits of the existing 
roadway ROW as shown in Figure 3-1). 
  
Any trees removed as part of the project will be replaced and/or relocated with a 
similar species of comparable size within the limits of the designated historic highway 
segment of Sunset Drive.  During the PD&E phase of the project, FDOT coordinated  with 
the Florida Division of Historical Resources (FDHR) of the Florida Department of State  
regarding impacts to trees as described in Section 2, Part (1) above. The final tree 
disposition plan will be developed during final Design phase of the project.  
 
Section 2 continues:  
 

(2) To alter the physical dimensions or location of Sunset Drive, except for the 
addition of primary or secondary roads intersecting the limits of Sunset Drive :  
 
(3) To erect, demolish, or significantly alter the appearance of any structure, 
including, but not limited to, walls, fences, sidewalks, and curbing, within 100 feet 
of either side of the paved surface of Sunset Drive, with the following exceptions:  
 

(a)  Bicycle paths and recreational facilities, the construction of which 
does not require the removal of any structure deemed worthy of 
preservation by the [Division of Archives, History and Records 
Management of the Department of State]. The division shall be  consulted 
and official approval of the division obtained before any work is begun.  
 
(b)  Erections, demolitions, alterations, and restorations undertaken for the 
purpose of preserving or enhancing the historic or scenic value of Sunset 
Drive and its surroundings. The division shall be consulted and official 
approval of the division obtained be fore any work is begun.  
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The proposed safety improvements along Sunset Drive involve modifications to 
physical dimensions, as described in Section 2, Parts (2) and (3) above. These 
improvements are necessary to enhance vehicular safety within the project limits and 
are consistent with the intent to preserve the overall physical dimensions and 
alignment of Sunset Drive, as well as the appearance of adjacent structures . 
 
FDOT consulted with FDHR in October 2024, and i n February 2025, was advised by FDHR 
that no additional coordination would be required unless there was a change to the 
project.  
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Figure 3 - 1: Tree Survey Results (1 of 4)  
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Figure 3 �² 1: Tree Survey Results (2 of 4) 












































































































































































































