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BACKGROUND 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has initiated the US 1 Corridor Study, from 

SW 152 Street/Coral Reef Drive to Interstate 95, to assess transportation needs along the 

corridor and develop and evaluate strategies to improve mobility. US 1 is an important north-

south corridor in Miami-Dade County, linking residential communities to Miami’s urban core. 

This 13-mile study corridor includes the City of Miami, City of South Miami, the City of Coral 

Gables, and the Village of Pinecrest. In addition to serving as a major auto connection, the 

corridor is served by the South Dade Busway south of Dadeland, elevated Metrorail north of 

the Dadeland South Station to Downtown Miami, local bus service and the M-Path, a regional 

pedestrian and bicycle path.  

Over 60,000 residents live and over 100,000 employees work within one mile of US 1. By 

2040, residents and jobs are expected to significantly increase. Employment today is 

particularly concentrated around Metrorail stops, and is especially dense in Dadeland, South 

Miami, Coral Gables, and Coconut Grove. Employment is expected to increase almost 

universally along the corridor, especially in areas such as The Falls, Dadeland, South Miami, 

Coral Gables, Coconut Grove, and with greater intensity towards Downtown Miami.  

FDOT District 6 held an initial Listening Planning Session with stakeholders on March 15, 2013, 

and one-on-one and small group meetings in November 2016, to understand the key mobility 

issues and opportunities along US 1. Many planning documents, including comprehensive 

plans for South Miami, Coral Gables and the Villages of Pinecrest and Palmetto Bay; bicycle 

master plans for Miami and Coral Gables; and, facility master plans for the Ludlam and 

Underline trails, outline the various goals and visions for US 1. This previous planning work 

and input from stakeholders indicated a desire for more efficient automobile travel, better 

pedestrian and bicycle access along and across US 1, and better access to transit serving US 

1.    

PROJECT PURPOSE 

The purpose of transportation investments in the US 1 Corridor is to improve travel efficiency, 

connectivity, access, and safety for all forms of travel within and connecting to the US 1 

corridor.  

NEED: REDUCE THE EFFECTS OF DAILY TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

US 1 is congested during both peak periods, and is most prominent during the afternoon 

hours, from 3:00 to 7:00 PM. Peak travel along the corridor is also directional. Daily traffic 

congestion is caused primarily by delay at traffic signals, too much auto demand for the 

number of lanes provided, and because of incidents or traffic accidents in the corridor. 

A majority of the intersections are operating over capacity. Of the 42 signalized intersections 

along US 1 within the study limits, 33 of the intersections are operating below the target of 

LOS D during the AM peak hour, with 6 intersections at LOS E and 27 intersections at LOS F. 

Similarly, the US 1 corridor also experiences significant congestion during the PM peak hour, 

with 10 and 21 intersections operating at LOS E and F, respectively. 

Today, US 1 is serving primarily shorter distance trips and some regional trips. Study of travel 

patterns in December 2016 using Bluetooth readers found that about 70% of auto trips are 
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travelling less than seven miles on US 1 with about half of those trips travelling less than 3 

miles on US 1. Only 2% of trips served end-to-end trips through the corridor.  

In addition to providing access to and from local neighborhoods, employment centers, activity 

centers, US 1 is providing access to regional expressways, specificallyI-95 to the north, Don 

Shula Expressway/SR 874 via the Snapper Creek Expressway/SR 878 near Dadeland North, 

and the Palmetto Expressway/SR 826 near Dadeland South.   

OBJECTIVES:  

• Reduce signal-related congestion 

• Manage congestion along US 1 for local/shorter distance trips to destinations along US 1 

• Manage congestion along US 1 for local access to/from regional expressways (I-95, 

Snapper Creek and Palmetto Expressways) 

• Provide opportunities for local trip-making without accessing US 1 

NEED: REDUCE AUTO CRASHES 

From 2011 to 2015, there were a total of 9,851 crashes, with 24 of those resulting in a fatality 

and 2,120 (22 percent) resulting in at least one injury. Crashes per year along the corridor 

have been steadily increasing over the five year study period. The highest crash type was 

rear end, comprising 57 percent of the total crashes. Sideswipe (15 percent) and angle (9 

percent) were the second and third highest crash types. The peak crash period coincides with 

the peak congestion period, between 3:00 and 7:00 pm. Congestion is an important factor in 

the prevailing rear-end crash types as well as the relatively low fatality rates of those involving 

bicycles and pedestrians given congestion yields slower vehicular speeds.  

From 88th Street to I-95 specifically, none of the fatal crashes occurred during the peak period. 

Ten (10) of the fatal crashes occurred during dark-lighted conditions (occurring at nighttime 

in areas that are illuminated by streetlamps).  Almost 20% of the crashes occurred during 

wet pavement conditions, which is slightly higher than the average in the District. 

OBJECTIVES:  

• Reduce or eliminate fatal and severe injury crashes 

• Reduce Property Damage Only (PDO) crashes 

• Reduce the number of potential conflict points along US 1  

NEED: INCREASE SAFETY AND CONVENIENCE FOR 

PEDESTRIANS & BICYCLISTS 

There were 81 pedestrian and 61 bicycle crashes over the five-year period of 2011 to 2015, 

resulting in seven (7) of the 24 fatal crashes that occurred in the corridor. Sidewalks are 

provided along the corridor on both sides of US 1 with some exceptions; there are some 

stretches of US 1 where there is a gap on either side of the sidewalks and north of SW 19 

Street the sidewalks are no longer provided on either side of US 1. The M-Path, a shared use 

path, runs along the northwest side of US 1 under the Metrorail line. Sidewalks along US 1 

and connecting to US 1 are generally in poor shape. There is a noted lack of shade, and 

sidewalks lack a buffer to traffic lying directly adjacent to the road throughout much of the 
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corridor. Pedestrians were observed crossing mid-block. This could be due to distances 

between crossings, long signal lengths, or inconvenient crossing locations. 

On-street bike lanes do not exist along US 1, there are no bike facilities along the southeast 

side of the corridor, and crossings of US 1 are difficult. Therefore, bicycle access to 

destinations on the southeast side of US 1 is limited. There are currently well-utilized bicycle 

facilities near the study area, including those on Old Cutler Road and Bayshore Drive. The 

lack of connectivity between US 1 and these facilities as well as to and across US 1 was 

another frequent issue raised by stakeholders. 

Traffic volumes and off-peak speeds along the roadway are high, causing US 1 to act as a 

barrier between the neighborhoods and destinations on the southeast side of the corridor and 

those on the northwest side.  

There is currently a plan to construct The Underline, an urban trail and linear park, along the 

M-Path from Dadeland to Downtown Miami. The Underline Framework Plan identified the need 

for improvements to cross US 1 and has identified grade separated crossings for five 

intersections and other types of improvements for almost every intersection along the 

corridor.   

In general, there is a well-connected network of local streets, offering a number of potential 

routes for bicyclists. These streets lack designated facilities so are unable to create a safe and 

fully connected bicycle route network.  

OBJECTIVES:  

• Increase convenience, comfort and safety for pedestrians crossing and travelling along US 

1 by maintaining low and consistent travel speeds of traffic using US 1 

• Provide frequent and safe at-grade pedestrian crossings at appropriate locations 

• Increase the visibility and anticipation of pedestrian and bicyclists accessing the M-

Path/Underline, corridor transit station and corridor destinations crossing locations by 

motorists 

• Eliminate gaps in reaching destinations for bicyclists 

 

NEED: IMPROVE ACCESS TO METRORAIL, METROBUS AND 

CORRIDOR DESTINATIONS BY ALL MODES 

The US 1 corridor has extensive transit coverage that provides travel along the corridor, to 

the corridor, and to regional destinations beyond the study area. Transit in the corridor 

consists of local bus service, premium bus service on the South Dade Busway that is separated 

from general traffic, and Metrorail. All of these services are schedule-based, with peak hour   

frequencies of 8 to 30 minutes and off-peak frequencies of 8 to 60 minutes. Miami-Dade 

County also operates demand-based paratransit and the University of Miami and area 

municipalities are operating shuttles serving their constituent populations.  

 

Many Metrorail riders access the service by driving and parking at a park and ride lot. In some 

cases, these lots are close to or over capacity, particularly the lot at the Dadeland South 

Station.  Beyond the half mile band near the Busway and Metrorail routes, most areas are 

served only by local bus service. When local bus service is included, with an acceptable 
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walking access radius of a quarter of a mile, transit coverage is relatively complete within the 

service area. Local bus service is not as frequent as premium transit service, so premium 

transit trips that are accessed by local transit are likely to have longer wait times than those 

accessed by bicycle or walking.   

 

Transit stations are bounded by busy arterials which act as barriers to access. Crossings of 

these arterials are often wide and uninviting to pedestrians and bicyclists. Drivers were 

observed not yielding to pedestrians and the roads are designed for high speeds and volumes, 

creating an unfriendly environment for pedestrians and bicyclists. Bike lanes and bike facilities 

do not exist for safe travel to transit stations, other than the M-Path (future Underline) which 

runs only on the west side of US 1. There is poor or no pedestrian connectivity within park 

and ride lots and between the lots and the stations, forcing pedestrians to walk in the street.  

 

Despite the extensive transit coverage in and near the corridor, only 5.5 percent of study area 

commute trips are made by transit. Factors that may be depressing the number of trips made 

by transit likely include:  

 

• Transfers are needed for many trips, including a forced transfer for premium transit trips 

that cross Dadeland South; 

• Less frequent transit service during non-peak times;  

• Disrupted pedestrian and bicycle access to existing stops and stations; and 

• Lack of available parking at the Metrorail park and ride locations.  

OBJECTIVES:  

• Reduce impacts on high parking demand at Metrorail stations 

• Reduce the barriers to accessing transit by walking and bicycling 

• Provide more options for the “first/last mile” portion of transit trips 

• Reduce bus delay on cross-streets to access Metrorail 

 

NEED: ENCOURAGE NEW DEVELOPMENT AND 

REDEVELOPMENT THAT ATTAINS A HIGHER PERCENTAGE OF 

WALK, TRANSIT AND BICYCLE TRIP-MAKING 

Destinations along US 1 serve both study area residents and the Southeast Florida region. 

The destinations include recreational facilities; shopping and entertainment areas; 

educational institutions; and employment locations, but often serve as anchors to 

concentrations of activity and drivers of transportation demand. The study area tends to 

support more mixes of land uses and is projected to become more mixed with higher densities 

in the future. Transit oriented development is occurring around the Dadeland, South Miami, 

Douglas Road, and Coconut Grove Metrorail stations. Redevelopment in this manner is also 

occurring in Downtown Miami, Little Havana, Coral Gables, and is planned in some areas south 

of the corridor. Land use decisions are the domain of local governments, therefore, this need 

will be addressed through local land use controls and decisions.    

OBJECTIVES:  

• Require connected, complete streets in new development 
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• Require development designed for safe and convenient pedestrian access and 

circulation 

• Encourage mixed-used development 

• Encourage walkability in new and re-development projects 

• Increase opportunities to share and manage parking supply 




