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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study, in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy A ct (NEPA), to assess corridor improvements that will add 
highway and i nterchange capacity with the implementation of an express lanes system 
and interchange improvements . Presently, the No -Build Alternative and several 
Build Alternatives are being consider ed as part of this PD&E Study.  
 
The Contamination Screening Evaluation  Report (CSER) was prepared to 
document the findings of a contamination screening evaluation conducted for 
this PD&E Study. Potential contamination impacts within and adjacent to the 
project corridor were assessed for the viable project alternatives, inclu ding the 
No-Build Alternative, in accordance with Part 2, Chapter 20 of the FDOT PD&E 
Manual (dated January 14, 2019) . Alternatives evaluated during the PD&E Study 
include the No -Build Alternative  and the Build Alternatives . The CSER supplements 
the Enviro nmental Documen t.  
 
After a review of all available data, such as regulatory agency file reviews, 
database reports, historic and current aerial photography, and a site 
reconnaissance, contamination of soil and groundwater has been documented 
at several loc ations near the  project corridor. A total of 23 sites of potential 
environmental concern were identified along the project corridor . Of these, four 
sites are rated as �´High risk�µ, seven  sites are rated as �´Medium risk �µ, and twelve  
sites are rated as �´Low risk�µ. Remaining sites identified in the above -referenced 
sources are not considered to pose potential contamination concerns due to  the 
current regulatory status of the site.  
 
The degree of potential contamination concerns a mong the viable build 
alternativ es are  similar due to the location and distance of the potential 
contaminated sites with reference to the proposed project layout.  
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1.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW  
 
1.1 Project Description and Location  
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Six h as rec ently started a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for SR 826 (Palmetto Expressway) from US 
1 (SR 5) to SR 836 (Dolphin Expressway), a distance of approximately seven miles (see  
Figure 1-1). The PD&E Study is proposing corridor improvem ents that will add highway 
and interchange capacity with the implementation of an express lanes system and 
interchange improvements. The project is located in Miami -Dade County, Florida and 
is contained within unincorporated Miami -Dade.  
 
The PD&E Study will evaluate the following potential types of improvements:  
 

�x Implementation of dynamically priced express lanes.  
�x Access and ramp connections to and from the express lanes (ingress and 

egress access points).  
�x Interchange improvements �² Modi fication of exist ing entrance and exit 

ramps serving the interchanges within the project limits.  
�x Intersection improvements �² Widening and turn lane modifications along the 

cross streets to facilitate the ramp modifications and improve the access and 
operation of the corrid ors upstream and downstream from the interchanges.  

 
SR 826, between US 1 and SR 874 (Don Shula Expressway), consists primarily of six 
travel lanes (three lanes in each direction). Between SR 874 and SR 836, the corridor 
consists prim arily of ten travel lan es (five lanes in each direction) and two 
undesignated High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes (one in each direction). This 
segment of SR 826 is functionally classified as an Urban Other Freeway/Expressway 
and has a posted speed limit of  55 miles per hour. The  access management 
classification for this corridor is Class 1.2, Freeway in an existing urbanized area with 
limited access.  
 
There are ten existing interchanges within the project limits. Eight of the ten interchanges 
provide conne ction to arterial/colle ctor facilities. The other two are major system -to -
system interchanges (SR 826 with SR 874 and SR 826 with SR 836). These system -to -system 
interchanges provide a connection between major expressways, which services and 
distributes tr affic originating from or destined to the north, south, east, and west portions 
of Miami -Dade County.  
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Figure 1 - 1: Project Study Area  
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1.2 Purpose and Need  
 
The overall goals and objectives of this PD&E Study are described b elow:  
 

�x Evaluate the imp lementation of an express lanes system that will improve 
safety, capacity, operations, regional express lane network connectivity, 
expressway/interchange access, mobility and emergency evacuation.  

�x Identify the appropriate express lanes typical section that , combined with 
strategic ingress and egress locations, will service the users of the area and 
achieve the Purpose and Need.  

�x Provide relief from existing and projected traffic congestion.  
�x Improve the safety of the SR 826 m ainline corridor by addressing spe ed 

differentials and lane weaving deficiencies between interchanges.  
�x Support the optimal operations of the existing roadway network.  
�x Maintain consistency with the current SR 826 Express Lanes Project, from SR 

836 to I-75, and local projects.  
�x Once a concept ual alternative is selected, the improvements will be 

prioritized based on the area needs (short -term vs. long -term), logical 
segmentation , and funding.  

 
The need for this project is to add capacity to the SR 826 cor ridor to meet future 
transportation dema nd, to improve travel time reliability , and to provide long -
term mobility options. Other considerations for the Purpose and Need of this 
project include safety, system linkage, freight movement , and emergency 
evacuat ion. The primary and secondary needs for  the project are discussed in 
further detail below.  
 
Capacity �² The project traverses four of the six transportation planning areas 
(Central, Northwest, South, and West) as identified within the Miami -Dade 
Transporta tion Planning Organization (TPO) 2040 Lo ng Range Transportation Plan. 
The greatest population and employment growth between the years 2010 and 
2040 within Miami -Dade County is expected to occur within the South 
transportation planning area. Population with in this area is projected to increase 
by  49.6% while employment is projected to increase by 64.5%. The other three 
transportation planning areas are also anticipated to grow modestly between this 
same period. Population within the Central transportation pl anning area is 
projected to increase by 27.9% and employment by 32.5%. Population within 
Northwest transportation planning area is projected to increase by 20% and 
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employment by 41.9%. Population within West transportation planning area is 
projected to inc rease by 12.5% and employment by 42.5%. The projected growth 
in the area will result in a significant increase in travel demand and further 
deteriorate the conditions of the already congested SR 826 corridor.  
 
Safety �² According to the FDOT Crash Analysis Reporting System , there were a 
total of 2,531 crashes along the corridor within the project limits between the years 
2011 and 2013, of which 1,522 (60.1%) were rear -end crashes and 259 (10.2%) 
were fixed object crashes. These types of crashes can be attrib uted to the heavy 
levels of congestion a nd operational weaving conditions within the project area. 
The majority of the total crashes occurred between milepost 5.7 and 6.8 (between 
SW 24th Street and north of Flagler Street), resulting in 811 injuries and o ne fatality.  
 
Safety along the corridor  will be enhanced with the construction of the express 
lanes. Implementing express lanes will improve mobility, reduce congestion , and 
provide additional travel options along the corridor. Diverting some of the futur e 
traffic volumes from the general use l anes to the express lanes will help increase 
gaps along the general use lanes providing more space for vehicles entering SR 
826. The express lanes will also help reduce tailgating and improve traffic flow 
while separ ating long -distance trips from local tri ps. Separating these trips will 
reduce weaving and sideswipe crashes. The express lanes will also create added 
capacity helping the corridor to operate more efficiently during emergency 
evacuation events.  
 
System Linkage �² SR 826 connects southern Miami -Da de County to northern 
Miami -Dade County and serves as a feeder route to the County's busiest east -
west transportation corridor, SR 836. The SR 826 corridor provides system -level 
connections to I -75, Florida's Turnpike, SR 874, and I-95. In addition, SR 826  is 
designated as a Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) facility. The section of SR 826 
from US 1 to SR 836 serves the major western Miami -Dade County growth areas 
along SW 8th Street, SW 40th Street , and the Dadeland South area. The corridor 
also provides a ccess to Miami International Airport north and east of SR 836 and 
to the Dadeland Mall at SW 88th Street. This SR 826 southern segment (from US 1 
to SR 836) is the final segment of a larger express lanes project for the SR 826 
corridor. The northern segmen t, which extends from SR 836 to I -75, is already under 
construction. When complete, this regional system will greatly improve capacity, 
safety, connectivity and peak -hour travel times.  
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Freight �² SR 826 is an integra l component of the regional freight netw ork carrying 
over 10,000 trucks a day according to the 2014 Miami -Dade County Freight Plan 
Update. The addition of express lanes along SR 826 would create a more efficient 
roadway network, improving traffic flow in t he general use lanes. While trucks are 
not allowed in express lanes, the enhanced traffic conditions along SR 826 would 
aid in the movement and delivery of freight.  
 
Emergency Evacuation �² In accordance with the Miami -�'�D�G�H�·�V���&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
Development Maste r Plan, SR 826 is listed as a local evac uation route in Miami -
Dade County. This corridor is critical in facilitating traffic movement during 
emergency evacuation periods as it connects to other major arterials and 
highways of the state evacuation route net work. Increasing the capacity of the 
SR 826 corridor will reduce evacuation times needed for residents of Miami -Dade 
County during emergency and hurricane evacuations.  
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2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS  
 
SR 826, between US 1 and SR 874, consists of five to six 12 -foot wide general use 
lanes (three lanes  in the northbound direction and two to three lanes in the 
southbound direction) with 12 -foot wide auxiliary lanes at selected locations, 11.5 -
foot to 13 -fo ot wide paved outside shoulders, 11 -foot wide paved inside 
shoulders, a 2 -foot wide median barrier w all, and outside barrier walls. Between 
SR 874 and SR 836 the corridor consists primarily of twelve 11 -foot to 14 -foot 
general use lanes (six lanes in each direction), 8 -foot to 10.5 -foot wide outside 
shoulders, 11 -foot wide paved inside shoulders, a 2 -foo t wide median barrier wall, 
and outside barrier walls. The two typical sections for SR 826 are depicted below 
in Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2.  
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Figure 2 - 1: Existing Roadway Typical Section between US 1 and SR 874 

 

 
Figure 2 - 2: Existing Roadway Typical Section between SR 874 and SR 836  



SR 826/Palmetto Expressway Express Lanes PD&E Study 
  Contamination Screening Evaluation Report 

Page 12 
 

The existing limited access right -of -way varies within the study limits. The right -of -
way is generally consistent throughout the corridor except at the intercha nges, 
where it varies to accommodate entrance and exit ramps. Table 2 -1 summarizes 
the available right -of -way along the corridor.  
 

Table 2 - 1: Summary of Existing Right -of-Way  

Source : FDOT ROW Survey 

  

 Roadway Section  
Right-of-Way  
Width (feet)  

US 1 SW 104th Street �² SR 826 118 

SR 826 

SW 98th Street �² SW 88th Street (Northbound Ramp)  154 
SW 98th Street �² SW 88th Street (Southbound Ramp)  147 
SW 88th Street �² Sunset Drive 210 
Sunset Drive �² Miller Drive  205 
Miller Drive �² SR 874 350 
SR 874 �² Bird Road  360 
Bird Road �² Coral Way  317 
Coral Way �² SW 8th Street  200 
SW 8th Street �² Flagler Street  250 
Flagler Street �² SR 836 460 

SR 874 Miller Drive �² SR 826 248 
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3.0 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 
 
Alternatives evaluated during  the PD&E Study include the No -Build Alternative 
and the Build Alternatives as described below. Alternatives were developed and 
evaluated based on the ability to meet the project purpose and needs.  
 
�x No-Build Alternative �² The No-Build (no construction) Al ternative will include 

currently planned and programmed improvements.  
�x Build Alternatives �² The three recommended alternatives from the SR 826 

Planning Feasibility Study will be evaluated during the PD&E Study.  
�x Alternative 1 p roposes one express lane in e ach direction between SW 56th 

Street and SR 874 and two express lanes in each direction between SR 874 
and SR 836.  

�x Alternative 2 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1 
and SR 874 and two express lanes between  SR 874 and SR 836.  

�x Alternat ive 3 proposes one express lane in each direction between US 1 
and SR 874 and two express lanes between SR 874 and SR 836, one at -grade 
and one elevated.  

 
The PD&E Study will identify other types of reasonable corridor and interchange 
improvements to suppo rt the optimal operations of the express lanes system.  
 
3.1 No-Build Alternative  
 
The No-Build Alternative proposes to keep the existing corridor into the  future 
without corridor improvements. No traffic capacity, operation, or safety 
improvements would b e implemented throughout the corridor. The effect 
associated with this alternative includes the acceptance of existing highly 
congested traffic conditions.  Also, travel demand and truck traffic will increase 
significantly over the next 20 years, given the continued growth expected in this 
area of Miami -Dade County. This alternative is considered to be a viable 
alternative to serve as a comparison to the stud �\�·�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���F�R�U�U�L�G�R�U���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� 
 
The No-Build Alternative has a number of positive aspects, since  it would not 
require expenditure of public funds for design, construction, right -of -way and/or 
utility relocation. Traffic would not be temporarily disrup ted due to construction, 
avoiding inconveniences to local residents and businesses. Also, there would  be 
no direct or secondary impacts to the environment, the socio -economic 
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characteristics, community cohesion, or system linkage of the area. The No -Build 
Alternative includes the existing transportation network and any funded, planned 
or programmed improv ements open to traffic by the design year 2045. The No -
Build A�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�3�2�·�V��
Transportation Improvement Pr ogram, the 2040 Miami -Dade Cost Feasible Long 
�5�D�Q�J�H���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q�����/�5�7�3������ �W�K�H���)�'�2�7�·�V���$�G�R�S�W�H�G���)�Lve -Year Work Program, 
any local government comprehensive plans and/or any development mitigation 
improvement projects that are elements of approved develop ment orders.  
 
The SR 826 corridor, north of SR 874, has a 14 -foot wide inside travel lane. This lane 
is intended to be a High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane once the final 
improvements are completed at the SR 826/SR 836 Interchange. However, these 
lanes were  never officially designated. This lane was designated as an HOV lane 
as part of the previous SR 826 Corridor Master Plan and PD&E Study.  
 
The No-Build roadway typical sections, within the study limits, are the same as the 
existing sections plus any futur e planned improvements. SR 826, between US 1 and 
SR 874, consists of five to six 12-foot wide general  use lanes (three lanes in the 
northbound direction and two to three lanes in the southbound direction) with 12 -
foot wide auxiliary lanes at selected locat ions, 11.5-foot to 13 -foot wide paved 
outside shoulders, 11 -foot wide paved inside shoulders, a 2 -foo t wide median 
barrier wall, and outside barrier walls. Between SR 874 and SR 836 the corridor 
consists primarily of twelve 11 -foot to 14 -foot general use l anes (six lanes in each 
direction), 8 -foot to 10.5 -foot wide outside shoulders, 11 -foot wide paved in side 
shoulders, a 2 -foot wide center barrier wall, and outside barrier walls. The two 
typical sections for SR 826 are depicted in Figure 3-1 and Figure 3-2. 
 
FDOT is currently constructing a SR 826 project adding express lanes between SW 
8th Street and I -75 (FPID# 432687-1-52-01), which partially overlaps with the PD&E 
Study limits. These improvements are expected to be open to traffic before the 
implementat ion of this project. Therefore, these improvements will be considered 
as part of the No -Build Alterna tive (see Figure 3-3 and  Figure 3-4).  
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Figure 3 - 1: No-Build Roadway Typical Section between US 1 and SR 874  

 

 
Figure 3 - 2: No-Build Roadway Typical Section between SR 874 and SR 836  
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Figure 3 - 3: No-Build Schematic Line Diagram  
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Figure 3 - 4: No-Build Alternative Lane Geometry and Configuration (1 of 4)  
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