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Florida Recognizes National Work Zone Awareness Week with Reduction in 

Fatalities and Injuries 
~Work Zone Speeding: A Costly Mistake~ 

 
TALLAHASSEE – The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is recognizing National Work Zone 

Awareness Week April 7 – 11, 2014. In 2012, on Florida roads, there were 51 fatalities, 3,476 serious injuries, 

and 4,677 crashes in work zones. That is down from 2011, where there were 62 fatalities and 3,711 serious 

injuries in work zones. Serious injury and death can occur in areas of roadway construction. In order to raise 

awareness and educate citizens on the dangers of work zones, FDOT has collaborated with partners to drive 

down fatalities.  

 

FDOT Secretary Ananth Prasad said, “Florida has many infrastructure improvement projects. Work 

zones create unexpected hazards and extra caution should be taken in these areas. Motorists should slow 

down, stay alert and avoid distractions like texting.”  

 

“Construction crews face difficult conditions every day while they work to improve our highways and 

make them safer,” said Col. David Brierton, Director of the Florida Highway Patrol. “And those 

conditions are made even more difficult when you factor in the daily flow of traffic they must work 

around. The Florida Highway Patrol urges motorists to always practice caution and awareness when 

traveling through work zones, and to obey the posted speed limits.” 

 

The National Work Zone Awareness Week began in 1999 when the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

the American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA), and the American Association of State Highway 

and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) signed a Memorandum of Agreement pledging to increase public 

awareness of work zone safety issues through a national media campaign. Since then, awareness has continued 

to grow, with State agencies and other organizations sponsoring high-visibility education and outreach 

initiatives.  

 

Local, state and federal transportation officials observe it in April, the start of highway construction season 

across most of the country. The 2014 National Work Zone Awareness Week will be held April 7-11, 2014, and 

the national “kick-off” event will take place on April 8th in Seattle, Washington. The 2014 theme is “Work 

Zone Speeding: A Costly Mistake”.  

 

Some simple tips for improving work zone safety include:  

 be alert  

 slow down 

 avoid distraction  

 don’t tailgate 

 don’t change lanes 

 expect the unexpected 

 

See the attached proclamation. For more information, please contact the Florida Department of Transportation’s 

Public Information Officer at 850-414-4116. 
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